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At 16, when Jency* got married to a man her family chose for her, she dreamt of a blissful life. Her husband, a carpenter, toiled to make ends meet, while she was a homemaker. Life was tough but they were content. 




“During weekends, he would take us to the beach and once in a while we went to the movies. Eating Delhi appalam and walking along the seashore at Marina Beach with my husband and my two kids is one of my favourite happy memories,” she says. 




That was Jency’s life in the past. The sole breadwinner of her family, she now works as a domestic help at three houses and also supplies drinking water cans in the locality. Her husband has become an alcoholic, who beats her almost every other day.




What changed in resettlement areas?  




So, what led to this tragic turn in Jency’s life? 




“We lived near Santhome, which was close to my husband’s workplace. In 2017, the government forcefully evicted us from our homes, saying we were living in flood-prone zones. Without prior notice, we were taken in garbage trucks one night with all our belongings and dumped in the high-rise buildings of the Semmenchery resettlement area. Little did I know then that this was the night that marked the beginning of the end of my family’s happiness,” she says. 




Jency is not alone in this journey. This is the story of almost every household in the resettlement areas of Chennai. The lack of a rehabilitation plan before evictions have led to loss of livelihoods. This has taken a heavy toll on family relations, leading to increased instances of domestic violence. 




The  Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005 (PWDVA) came into effect in 2006. It provides a definition of domestic violence that is comprehensive and includes all forms of physical, emotional, verbal, sexual and economic violence, and covers both actual acts of such violence and threats of violence.




To understand this correlation between loss of livelihoods and its direct impact on families and domestic violence in resettlement areas of Chennai, Citizen Matters along with the Information and Resource Centre for the Deprived Urban Communities (IRCDUC) conducted a Focus Group Discussion among women in resettlement areas of Perumbakkam and Semmenchery in Chennai on February 20. 




A series of stories are to be published from this discussion. This, being the first part of the series, records the voices of women in resettlement areas.









Read more: Combatting domestic violence in Chennai









Life before and after in Chennai’s resettlement areas






The loss of livelihood has taken a heavy toll on the family life in resettlement areas. Pic: Mahesh V



Recalling her family life before resettlement, Mercy, a resident and a community worker in Perumbakkam, says, “Earlier we had time to speak to each other. My husband and I used to have breakfast and lunch together. Sometimes my husband, who is an auto driver, would even come back home for evening tea because there was an auto stand nearby.




Speaking on how this quality family time (even if it was for a few minutes during the day) has changed after coming to Perumbakkam, Mercy says that her daughter and her husband leave home at 7 am and come back by 9:30 pm or even later some days. “They only have time to sleep to get the next day started. This often leads to a lot of miscommunication between me and my husband. I have to ask him to take a day off if I want to discuss a family issue with him. This means that we will have to compromise on a day’s income to talk to each other like a normal couple.”




How loss of livelihood leads to domestic violence in Chennai’s resettlement areas




Loss of livelihood also increases the vulnerability of women to varied forms of abuse at home in the resettlement areas of Chennai.




After coming to Semmenchery, Jency’s husband could not find a regular job. Eventually, their family life deteriorated. “For the first few months, we tried to manage by selling the little gold and other items we had. Over the years, our lives got worse. The first time he came home drunk, he cried to me saying he wasn’t ‘man’ enough to look after his family. Then, drinking became his habit and he turned extremely aggressive. He not only started beating me up but also my children.” This gave Jency no other option but to take up the family responsibilities on her shoulders. 





According to a study titled ‘Impact of Resettlement on Livelihoods of Families in Perumbakkam’, conducted by IRCDUC and Housing and Land Rights Network, 48 per cent of the respondents lost employment after relocation and were unemployed at the time of this survey. 






The assessment reveals that of the men who lost livelihoods after resettlement, 15.2 per cent were painters, 13.9 per cent were daily-wage workers, and 11.4 per cent were involved in fish vending (including cutting and cleaning of fish). Pic Courtesy: IRCDUC and HLRN



The assessment also reveals that of the women who lost livelihoods after resettlement, 50.2 per cent worked as domestic helpers. Of the 458 domestic helpers, 276 lost their employment as a result of relocation. Women dependent on the Chintadripet Fish Market also lost their jobs: 26 of the 40 women involved in fish vending in the market lost work.








Adverse effects of eviction 




Other issues add to their difficulties. Many women, who worked as domestic workers in their old areas before evictions had their workplaces at walkable distances. They did not have to spend their earnings on travel. Similarly, most men were able to find temporary jobs in the old areas as they were able to travel easily to seek employment.  







However, after relocation to areas like Perumbakkam, Kannagi Nagar and Semmenchery, about 35 km away from the core areas of the city, both men and women are forced to spend a huge chunk of their earnings on commute. This makes women more dependent on men as they are neither able to find jobs in the vicinity, nor in their old areas. 





“For a long time, Perumbakkam did not have adequate bus service. So, the men here got used to sitting idle. If they went out in search of jobs, they would spend Rs 200 (up and down) every day on travel. But there was no guarantee of securing a job, and often the men ended up losing Rs 200 and earning nothing. Had the government ensured proper public transport before resettling people, it would have helped the people. The lack of such pre-planning forced the men into alcoholism, while putting the  burden of the family’s upkeep on the women’s shoulders,” says Nandhini from IRCDUC.







Pointing out how difficult it is for people from resettlement areas to find a job, Mercy says, “Employers do not trust people coming for work from resettlement areas. They brand us as ‘slum people’, ‘drug addicts’ and ‘thieves’. At one point we had to get a ‘conduct certificate’ from the police to go as domestic workers in the apartments near resettlement areas. We are from a good family and we are educated. But they treat us like criminals.”




The different faces of violence




Being without work, the men often hassle their wives in different ways. “We dress  to work so we can gain the respect of our employers. This only draws suspicion from the male members of the family,” says a community worker. 




“The husbands start questioning the wives, pick fights and abuse them (accounting for physical, verbal, sexual, and emotional abuse as per the definition). They ask other men to stalk their wives. This is a sign of how the way men think changes when they are jobless.”









Read more: Explainer: Steep rise in domestic violence complaints, but where are the protectors?









Malarkodi’s story is a case in point for economic violence. The sexagenarian used to run a makeshift fruit shop before being evicted. She had ownership over her money and the shop. The resettlement changed everything. As her husband couldn’t get work, he took over her shop and she became a homemaker. 




“He just gives me Rs 20 a day. We have a whole cart of fruits and I am not allowed to eat even one of them. If I ask him for more money for other expenses, he drinks, beats me up, asks me to go begging and move out of the house,” she says.  




At the age of 64, Malarkodi finds it hard to find any job. She puts up with her abusive husband as she has no other respite.






Here are some of the helplines in Chennai for women going through domestic abuse




	Women’s helpline – 181
	Women’s helpline – 1091
	Distress hotline of Chennai Police – 8300304207
	Union governments’ single emergency helpline – 112
	The Banyan – Emergency Care Whatsapp – 9840888882
	Nakshatra NGO – 9003058479 / 7845629339
	AWARE – 8122241688
	The International Foundation for Crime Prevention and Victim Care (PCVC) – 24*7 toll-free helpline by PCVC – 044-43111143, Whatsapp chat support – 9840888882










Like Malarkodi and Jency, many women who go through domestic violence do not come forward to seek help or register a complaint. This is one of the main challenges in handling the DV cases in resettlement areas, according to community workers, as physical abuse is normalised. 




Often, when a woman files a DV case, it may end up in a separation or divorce. The woman has nowhere to go. The fear of being rendered homeless, prevents her from filing a DV case.




The anecdotal experiences shared by these women make the connection between loss of livelihood due to evictions and its impact on family life, leading to domestic violence. The women, who have been made vulnerable by lack of proper rehabilitation planning by the government, do not have a ‘safe place’ to go to when they decide to seek help. 




We will continue to look into the grievance redressal aspects in the upcoming articles in this series. 




(*name changed on request)




[The author thanks Nitika Francis, a journalism student, for her help with transcribing inputs from the Focus Group Discussion]   




Also Read:




	Explainer: Understanding cruelty laws in domestic violence
	Explainer: How women can file domestic violence cases in Mumbai


					
Recently, when I drove through Varale-Ambethan Road in Pune, I saw a worrying sight near the Pimpri-Chinchwad industrial area. Piles of garbage lined the roadside, set ablaze in the afternoon sun. The burning garbage consisted of a hazardous mix of chemicals, metals, and food waste.




The air, filled with the pungent smell of burning refuse, was a cocktail of impurities. During my visit, the acrid smoke lingered for at least two hours, permeating the air and infiltrating the air conditioning vents of industries and vehicles passing by. It was difficult to breathe easily while travelling through that road. 






The garbage was set ablaze, contaminating the atmosphere with a thick smoke. Pic: Rohit Gharabude



Unchecked industrial pollution is one of the major causes of air and water contamination and can lead to long-lasting health implications. It can also add to carbon footprint of a region and worsen the impact of climate change.




Residents and workers affected




On speaking to people in the area, it became clear that this has been happening for several months. It has been impacting the surroundings and more importantly, the health of those living in the nearby areas. 




Tanaji S, an industrial worker, speaking during his tea break, said that the garbage had a foul smell, attracting flies and mosquitoes, leading to health problems. Savita Kumari, a daily wage worker, echoed the sentiment. She said, “I find it difficult to breathe because of the smoke after the garbage is set ablaze.” 









Read more: Industrial pollution in Chennai: Through the lens of the toxic tour









Apart from workers who spend several hours in the area, commuters who pass through the area, also spoke of the discomfort. Shivraj Nej, a daily commuter, said the smoke enters car’s AC vents and passengers find it difficult to breathe inside vehicles. He said this had been happening for the past few months.




Tejas K, a mechanical engineer in a nearby industry, said the burning of garbage generates unpleasant odours. He added that it also diminishes the quality of life for residents and businesses in the vicinity.




Waste generated from Pimpri-Chinchwad industrial area




Pimpri Chinchwad, known for its lively industrial setting, is a crucial hub in Pune’s economic landscape. It is located 15 km away from Pune city. The industrial area is a mix of traditional and modern manufacturing, playing a big part in the region’s economic growth. 




It’s home to various industries and has attracted major players in areas like cars, engineering, and technology. Big national and international companies like Bajaj Auto, Tata Motors, and Thermax have their units in this area. 






A map of Varale -Ambethan road, situated in Pimpri Chinchwad. The road serves as the vital link between Varale and Ambethan villages in the Khed Taluka of Pune district. Pic: Rohit Gharabude



Varale -Ambethan road is situated in Pimpri Chinchwad region. It serves as the vital link between Varale and Ambethan villages in the Khed Taluka of Pune district. Amidst the industrial landscape, notable establishments such as Mahindra Auto Steel Pvt Ltd, Tata Ficosa Automotive plant, and Schindler India Pvt contribute to the road’s prominence. 




A hub of daily commuting activity, it plays a pivotal role for the numerous travelers navigating through this industrious corridor.




The garbage dump seems to contains a a lot of industrial waste, given that Varale-Ambethan road cuts through many of these industries. 




What is industrial waste and why is it different from normal garbage




Industrial waste is leftover material from factories and manufacturing processes, encompassing everything from scrap metal to toxic chemicals. Unlike normal garbage, industrial waste can be significantly hazardous due to its potential to be flammable, corrosive, or even radioactive. 




This can harm the environment through air and water pollution, impacting wildlife and human health through contaminated food and water sources. Strict regulations govern handling and disposal of industrial waste to minimise these risks. 









Read more: Bengaluru’s treated water foaming in Kolar: Plan to use in irrigation on hold









Environmentalists warn of impact




Kunal, a professor of environmental studies and a Pune resident, said, “Burning garbage contributes to greenhouse gas emissions, exacerbates climate change and affects weather patterns and temperatures on a global scale.” 




Ranjit Gadgil, Programme Director of Parisar, an NGO, drew attention to the existing hazardous waste disposal practices. He stressed that such garbage burning harms both the environment and human health. 




Ranjit said that burning garbage in the open was adding to the already high levels of pollution in the area. Burning can create much finer particles (Particulate Matter (PM) 2.5) which is very harmful as these particles go deep inside the body and affect all organs. 






“Unlike normal garbage, industrial waste can be significantly hazardous due to its potential to be flammable, corrosive, or even radioactive. ” Pic: Rohit Gharabude



He added that garbage also contains plastic and other materials that can produce toxic chemicals that attach to the particulate matter and are transported inside the body. This can cause not just respiratory problems but long-term effects like cancer and Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD) which can be fatal in some cases. 




He said, “Such sites are well known and should be monitored closely by the authorities and strict action taken against anyone found dumping.”




Existing laws and regulations




Several regulations strictly prohibit this practice due to its detrimental effects on the environment and human health.




Here are some of the regulations: 




Environmental Protection Act, 1986 (EPA): This is the overarching legislation for environmental protection in India. It empowers the central government to regulate waste management and prohibits activities that harm the environment, including the emission of pollutants exceeding prescribed standards (Section 7). Open burning of industrial waste would fall under this category.




The Environment Protection Rules: These rules, formulated under the EPA, provide specific guidelines for various aspects of environmental management. While there might not be a rule explicitly addressing open burning, broader regulations on waste management and air pollution would apply.




Polluter Pays Principle: This principle, enshrined in the EPA (Section 9(3)), holds those responsible for pollution accountable for its prevention and mitigation. Open burning would be considered a polluting activity, making it illegal.




Therefore, even though there’s no law directly mentioning “open burning of industrial waste,” existing environmental regulations effectively prohibit this practice.




Urgent action to dispose industrial waste 




The situation demands immediate intervention from authorities to curb these hazardous practices. The consequences are not limited to the visual degradation of the industrial landscape but extend to the very air residents and workers breathe.




With the thick smoke lingering, the scenario calls for urgent action so that people living and working in Pune’s industrial sector stay safe and breathe clean air.




Also read: 





	Mumbai’s air pollution: Smog chal raha hai
	Floods, oil spill and ammonia gas leak…what other horrors await Chennai’s Ennore?
	Mumbaikar’s answer to monsoon woes: Consume less, recycle more




					
Devendra Fadnavis, the deputy chief minister of Maharashtra recently launched the Mumbai Metropolis  Metaverse, an immersive virtual representation of the way Mumbai will look by the year 2025. This metaverse includes twelve infrastructure projects, which is said will transform Mumbai. One of these projects is the Mumbai Metro. 




Citizen Matters looks at existing Metro Lines, their connections with Central and Western suburban railways and the prominent areas/stations they connect. 




Which are the three lines currently operational in Mumbai?




Blue Line or Line 1




On 8th June, 2014 the first metro line was started in Mumbai. It was dubbed the Blue Line or Line 1. This line goes from Versova in Andheri west to Ghatkopar. It has 11.4 km of elevated portions and has 12 stations. These include: Versova, D.N Nagar, Azad Nagar, Andheri, Western Express Highway, Chakala (J B Nagar), Airport Road, Marol Naka, Saki Naka, Asalpha (Subhash Nagar), Jagruti Nagar, Ghatkopar.




The minimum fare on this line is Rs.10 and the maximum fare is Rs.40.




The Yellow Line or Line 2




The second line, called Line 2, or the Yellow Line was started on 22nd April, 2022. The line is meant to go from Dahisar (East) to Mandale. Currently the line is operational partially: from Dahisar (east) to Andheri west (D. N Nagar).  This line is called line 2A and is 18.589 km in length.




The stations on Line 2A are: Dahisar East, Upper Dahisar Station (Anand Nagar), Kandarpada (Rushi Sankul), Mandapeshwar (IC Colony), Eksar, Borivali West (Don Bosco), Pahadi Eksar (Shimpoli, then Shimpawali), Kandivali West (Mahavir Nagar), Dahanukarwadi (Kamraj Nagar), Valnai (Charkop), Malad West, Lower Malad (Kasturi Park), Pahadi Goregaon (Bangur Nagar), Goregaon West, Oshiwara (Adarsh Nagar), Lower Oshiwara (Shastri Nagar) and Andheri West (D.N. Nagar). 




Following is the rate of the tickets on Yellow Line 2A: 




	Distance 	0 to 3 km	3 to 12 km 	12 to 18 km	18 to 24 km	24 to 30 km
	Rate 	Rs 10	Rs 20	Rs 30 	Rs 40	Rs 50 





Yellow line 2B which is still under construction will connect D. N Nagar to Mandale via BKC.




The Red Line






An overbridge connects the Blue Line and the Red Line. Pic: Shruti Gokarn



The Red Line has three parts to it: 7, 7A and 9. Currently Line 7 is operational and runs from Dahisar East to Gundavli (Andheri East). This route is 16.49 km long.




The following stations are there between these lines: Dahisar East, Ovaripada, National Park, Devipada, Magathane, Poisar (formerly Mahindra & Mahindra), Akurli (formerly Bandongri), Kurar (formerly Pushpa Park), Dindoshi (formerly Pathanwadi), Aarey, Goregaon E (formerly Mahanand), Jogeshwari E (formerly JVLR Junction), Shankarwadi, Gundavali (formerly Andheri East).




Following is the rate of tickets on Line 7:




	Distance 	0 to 3 km	3 to 12 km 	12 to 18 km	18 to 24 km	24 to 30 km
	Rate 	Rs 10	Rs 20	Rs 30 	Rs 40	Rs 50 





A northward extension of Line 7 is under construction. This is called Line 9 and will connect Dahisar to Bhayandar and is expected to be completed by June 2025. The southward extension of the line is named line 7A and will connect Gundavli to Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport – that is T2. 









Read more: Has the Mumbai Metro helped reduce traffic at all?









How do these three lines connect with each other?




The three lines, the Blue line, the Yellow Line 2A, and the Red Line 7 almost form a rectangle with the Yellow Line and the Red Line forming the lengths of the rectangle. The Blue Line forms one breadth of the rectangle, and the point where the Red and Yellow Lines meet forms the shorter breadth of this rectangle.






The Blue, Red, and Yellow lines of the Mumbai Metro almost form a rectangle. Pic: Shruti Gokarn



To switch from the Blue Line to the Yellow Line one has to get off at D N Nagar. And to switch from the Blue Line to the Red Line one has to get down at Western Express Highway (WEH) station. There is a connecting overbridge between WEH and Gundavli which falls on the Red Line. 




How are the metro lines connected to the suburban railways?




As of now, only two metro stations are connected to stations on the Mumbai Suburban Railway System: Andheri and Ghatkopar.




The purpose of building multiple metro lines is so that commuters can make use of more than one line via connecting stations to get to their destination. For instance, Yamini Purohit, who works at Juhu, says that initially she would use the Yellow Line 2A and the Red Line to get to Goregaon east where she lives. She would take the Yellow Line 2A from D N Nagar. The train goes up to Dahisar east and then turns from there to take the Red Line. It would take her nearly an hour by the time she reached her stop. She found instead that she could get down at Bangur Nagar and take an autorickshaw from Goregaon east to west.









Read more: Shared autorickshaws: Can’t live with them, can’t do without them









When Arvind travels from Navi Mumbai to Andheri east, he takes two train lines and then one metro line. He takes the Trans-Harbour line of the Mumbai Suburban Railway from Ghansoli to get to Thane. From Thane he changes to the Central Line of the Mumbai Suburban Railway to reach Ghatkopar followed by the Blue Line of the metro. He gets down at the WEH station and walks to his destination about a kilometre away. He finds this connectivity between the local trains and metro convenient but wishes there was also direct metro connectivity to the airport. 




When he takes a flight, he gets down at the Airport Road station which falls on the Blue Line. Though the airport is a kilometre away, he cannot walk the distance when he has luggage with him and there is no option but to use an autorikshaw.  Autorickshaw drivers, aware of this commuter conundrum, take disadvantage by charging significantly more than the actual fare.






Andheri is one of the stations where commuters can switch from the Mumbai Suburban Railway to the Mumbai Metro. Pic: Shruti Gokarn



Rupali Khandelwal stays at Asalfa and has to often travel to Film City for work. Using the Blue Line she goes to WEH, and switches to Red Line 7. She gets down at the Aarey stop from where she proceeds to Film City using an autorickshaw. The total journey takes her about 45 minutes, and she definitely prefers this to taking the local train, though she has to change lines.




As of now, last-mile connectivity still depends on road travel, with many passengers making use of autorickshaws. BEST has started three new bus routes from lines 2A and 7 to improve connectivity.  The introduction of shuttle buses will truly make using the metro a convenient option in the future.




Which will be the next metro line to open?




The Aqua Line or Line 3 is expected to become functional next. Phase 1 of the line which will connect Aarey Colony to BKC will be open for use in April 2024. The next phase will connect BKC to Cuffe Parade.




	Do you use the Mumbai Metro and another mode of transport while reaching your work? Is it convenient? How can it be made better? Please share your thoughts with us at mumbai@citizenmatters.in. 





Also read:




	Increasing AC trains is cool, but reducing non-AC trains not done, say passengers
	Last mile connectivity still a problem for Mumbaikars
	Mumbai Metro work expedited, Aqua Line to open early next year







					
The Kilambakkam bus terminus has been marred by controversies ever since it opened to the public. Why was the terminus opened in such a hurry? Why did the CMDA award the contract for Operation and Maintenance to a single concessionaire? What is going to come up at the location of Koyambedu bus stand?




Chennai residents are looking for answers to all these questions. To get a clear picture about the operations of the new terminus and put all controversies to rest, we spoke with CMDA Member Secretary, Anshul Mishra. Here is what the CMDA has to say about the issues. 









Read more: Chennai’s new bus terminus in Kilambakkam: Here is all you need to know









Transition plan for Kilambakkam bus terminus  




Controversy 1: It looked like CMDA opened Kilambakkam bus terminus in a hurry. There was no clear communication on the transition plan. Can you please clarify this?




CMDA’s response: CMDA commissioned the Comprehensive City Transport Plan before the Second Master Plan. Accordingly, the southbound buses were to be operated from Kilambakkam, which would cover 70% of the traffic.




The Kilambakkam bus terminus was supposed to be completed in 2022 but was delayed for various reasons. Work on providing connecting roads, provision for traffic management on GST road, police stations and stormwater drains, which were not part of the original plan, caused delays.  By mid-2023, we said we would open the terminus by the year’s end and we kept our word.




From the beginning, the plan was to operate southbound buses from Kilambakkam. We communicated this clearly to stakeholders including the MTC, SETC, TNSTC and Omnibus operators. Maybe, we should have given a clear picture to the public. But, we did not open in a hurry.   




On the O&M contract to a single concessionaire




Controversy 2: Why did the government decide to award the contract for the Operation and Maintenance (O&M) of the Kilambakkam bus stand to a single concessionaire?




CMDA’s response: Maintaining the bus stand efficiently requires the services of a specialised agency. The work of this agency involves maintaining sanitation, managing parking, security services, shops, information system boards, bus parking, electricity and water supply.




In Koyambedu, all these were given to different agencies and so the CMDA was unable to monitor all of them. This led to the deterioration of service over the years.




The concessionaire must deploy more than 500 people to manage the bus stand. This is a huge expenditure that the government does not have the bandwidth to handle. So, we decided to outsource the O&M of Kilambakkam bus terminus to a single concessionaire.









Read more: Chennai pins hopes of decongestion on upcoming Kilambakkam bus terminus









Lack of transparency




Controversy 3: The lack of transparency over awarding the O&M contract to BVG India Private Limited. Can you explain the contract process? 




CMDA’s response: We entered into a public-private partnership (PPP) model for O&M of Kilambakkam bus terminus. To develop this model, we needed a transactional advisor to select whom we floated a tender through Tamil Nadu Urban Infrastructure Financial Services Limited in 2022. Jones Lang LaSalle (JLL) Property Consultants (India) Private Limited was selected. 




JLL did a market analysis and came up with a report. They found that the expenditure per annum for O&M of Kilambakkam bus terminus will be Rs 29.3 crore and the revenue generated from the Kilambakkam bus terminus will be Rs 30.64 crore. 




This brings the profit to Rs 1.34 crore. Someone who takes up the O&M should quote a minimum of Rs 1.30 crore.




We sent the report Tamil Nadu Infrastructure Development Board (TNIDB) and other departments for approval. They vetted the proposal and approved it.




We then called for tenders for O&M. Initially, five firms showed interest but many withdrew, as the conditions of the tender were stringent. 




Key conditions of the contract





Here are the key conditions of the contract: 




	The selected single concessionaire cannot operate under his original company name but must form a new company for the O&M of the Kilambakkam bus terminus. For this, they must form a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV).
	The selected firm should maintain the accounts in the escrow account — i.e, an account CMDA and the concessionaire will jointly operate. We must be able to monitor the revenue throughout the period of the contract (15 years in this case).
	The expenditure should first go for O&M of the bus terminus, then towards the concession fee whatever that they have to pay to the CMDA and then the margin left after this can be taken as a profit by the company. 
	We asked the company to give a bank guarantee for the cost of O&M for one year. This way, even if the company tries to run away thinking that it cannot make a profit out of this, we will have a hold over the finances. 





 







Our tender regulations do not bar acceptance of a single tender. Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) guideline notes that the single tender can be accepted, if we have given enough time for the bidders, created enough competition and there is transparency in the process. 




To encourage more people to participate, we extended the tender three times. Finally, only BVG participated. 




The awarding process




First, we did a technical evaluation, which BVG cleared. Then we opened the financial bid in which they quoted Rs 2.11 crore per year, which is more than Rs 1.34 crore (our profit offset price). 




Since it is a single tender, we negotiated further and asked them to increase the quote. They then came up with Rs 2.4 crore per year with an increase of 15% every three years. This was the final quote. 




We took this to the tender, scrutiny and evaluation committee, which comprises CMDA, and representatives from the TNIDB, finance and law departments. This committee is formed under the PPP Procurement Rules, 2012.




After clearance from the committee, we awarded the tender to BVG and asked them to submit the bank guarantee of Rs. 30 crore, form the SPV and sign the contract, which they did within 60 days. 




In the meantime, the bus terminus was opened. We were confident that we would be able to run the bus terminus for the initial 2–3 months, as we have done with the Koyambedu bus terminus. The revenue generated during this period would go directly to CMDA and not the single concessionaire.




As per the plan, they will take it up fully from April 1. 




On the land reuse of Koyambedu bus terminus






Chennai Mofussil Bus Terminus (CMBT) in Koyambedu. Pic Courtesy: CMDA



Controversy 4: There are speculations that a mall will come up in Koyambedu. What will you do with the land used for the Koyambedu bus terminus?




CMDA’s response: Whatever is best needed for the city will come up. There are hundreds of things which we can do. It depends on what is going to work in that space. A detailed study will be conducted and the government will decide on it. There is no need for any speculations.




Also Read:




	MTC staff brave poor working conditions to keep Chennai buses running
	How can Chennai’s third master plan encourage sustainable transport?


					
In the backdrop of a city reeling under water shortage, Opencity held a Bengaluru Water Datajam on March 3rd to look at what data says about the state of water supply in the city, and what can be done to improve the water situation even in dry years.




The event was held by Opencity in collaboration with Well Labs, MOD Foundation, Bangalore Apartments Federation (BAF), and Biome Environmental Trust. 




In the day-long event, 32 participants from varied backgrounds, including urban planners, GIS experts, software developers and other active citizens joined hands to analyse public data in the context of water – groundwater, rainfall, lakes, water supply – in Bengaluru.




The participants were split into six teams, who delved deep to identify trends and patterns to provide better insights into water supply and groundwater levels, usage and recharge, and wastewater potential in Bengaluru.









Read more: Water scarcity in Bengaluru: Drowning in problems, thirsting for solutions









The teams will present their findings on a zoom webinar.




Event details




	Title: Bengaluru’s water crisis: What the data tells us
	Date: 12 March
	Day: Tuesday
	Time: 6 pm onwards
	Online event: register here 











Speakers:




	OpenCity Water datajam teams
	Vishwanath Srikantiah (Zenrainman), water activist and educator
	Shashank Palur, Hydrologist, Urban Water Program (WELL) Labs
	Satish Mallya, Vice President of Bangalore Apartments’ Federation
	Raghu Rajagopal, Project consultant – MOD Foundation
	Moderated by: Vaidya R – Opencity





Also read:




	Gaps in BWSSB data, public scepticism: Why rainwater harvesting is not popular in Bengaluru
	Utilise treated wastewater: Bengaluru’s first water balance report


					
The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has proposed building a four-lane elevated expressway through the Bannerghatta National Park, the only protected area within Bengaluru Urban district. 




The NHAI is working on a 280 km long expressway called the Bengaluru Satellite Town Ring Road (STRR). The road, which is part of the Bharat Mala Pariyojna scheme, will connect towns like Hosur in Tamil Nadu to satellite towns around Bengaluru, like Anekal, Sarjapura and Doddaballapura.









Read more: Why a shrinking Bannerghatta forest should worry Bengalureans









NHAI claims that the expressway will divert all commercial traffic, like trucks, that currently pass through Bengaluru city to reach these towns. And a 3.85 km stretch of this expressway will cut through the Bannerghatta National Park.




Details of the proposed flyover




Bannerghatta National Park is located south of Bengaluru. The park, which is 260 square kilometres, is one of the smallest protected areas in India.  




Bannerghatta is home to several endangered mammals including elephants, leopards, sambar, chital, wild dogs, slender lorises, and two tigers. The park also has over 200 species of birds.




NHAI plans to build around 3.85 km of this road through the core zone and two km through the eco-sensitive zone or buffer zone. This will require the diversion of 11 ha of forest land in the core zone and 5.7 ha from the buffer zone of the Park.




 Ministry for Environment, Forests and Climate Change and the National Wildlife Board have already cleared the project. It is now waiting for clearance from the Forest Conservation Authority.  




Unsurprisingly, ecologists and Bengaluru residents are concerned about the impact that this project will have on critical wildlife habitat. Conservation biologist Sanjay Gubbi felt the project would lead to more human elephant conflict. Jhatkaa.org is currently running an online petition.  




Watch the full story below: 











Also read: 




	A tale of three parks
	Bengaluru’s parks: Issues raised by Lalbagh and Cubbon Park Walkers Associations
	Do rules protect Bengaluru’s parks or restrict citizens’ freedom? 


					
Pod taxis to run in BKC




Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority (MMRDA)  has recently given the go-ahead to introduce a pod taxi service between Bandra and Kurla. The route will go via the Bandra Kurla Complex (BKC) and will be 8.8 km long.




A pod taxi is a driverless vehicle, which can accommodate five to six people. The pods are suspended 8 to 10 metres over the ground from an overhead rail. Their movement is powered by electricity. They descend at designated stops to let the passengers out and take in new ones. The taxis will stop at 38 stops and will move at the speed of 40 kmph.




The service will be implemented via a public-private partnership. The aim of the initiative  is to decongest the roads in BKC, which get choked due to traffic jams. The projected cost of the venture is reportedly Rs. 1,018 crores.




Source: Hindustan Times, The Times of India 




Third Mumbai in the pipeline




The Maharashtra government has given the green signal for plans to build a third Mumbai. The plan is to build the city around the Navi Mumbai International Airport, which will be linked to Mumbai via the Mumbai Trans Harbour Link (MTHL).




A new body called the New Town Development Authority (NTDA) has been formed under Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development Authority (MMRDA) to oversee the implementation of the project. The new city will include 124 villages, 80 of which fall under the Navi Mumbai Airport Influence Notified Area (NAINA), 33 villages are a part of the Khopta New Town Notified Area (KNTNA), 2 from the Mumbai Metropolitan Regional Plan (MMRP), and 9 from the Raigad Regional Plan (RRP).




A government official said that the new city will have all the infrastructure that a well-developed city should have, including residential and commercial complexes and a good transport system.




Source: Hindustan Times, Deccan Herald, The Times of India









Read more: The causes and fixes to traffic in Mumbai: A discussion









Recently widened Dadar platform dug up 




Platform Number 8 at Dadar, which was recently widened, has been dug up by the Central Railway. Additionally, barricades have been put there. This has been done to carry out work related to escalators. It has left commuters irked as it narrows down the area available for entry and exit at the north end of the platform. This is particularly inconvenient during peak hours when huge crowds cross this platform.




Commuters point out that this work could have been carried out simultaneously with platform widening. But railway officials say that their priority was to widen the platform, and then carry out work related to amenities like escalators.




Source: Mid-day 




Arabian Sea near Mumbai to get artificial reefs




For the first time in Maharashtra, 210 artificial reefs will be installed in the Arabian Sea near Worli Koliwada. The state fisheries department has given the go ahead for the project. The initiative, which is being funded by the RPG Foundation will be carried out with marine conservation NGO Kuddle Life Foundation. 




The artificial reefs will be made of recycled cement from construction sites and steel. It is estimated that a single module of an artificial reef will increase the surface of the sea by 50 to 60 square feet. 






Representational image: Artificial reefs will be installed in the Arabian Sea on the Mumbai Coast. 
Pic: MusikAnimal via Wikicommons 



It is expected that a bacterial biofilm will be formed on the reef upon which algae will grow. Dr Mohamed Kasim, retired principal scientist from Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI), who is an important part of this project said that large and mid-sized fish will use the reef for breeding in one year. This is expected to help local fisherfolk boost their catch. The reefs will also act as carbon sinks.




Source: The Indian Express 









Read more: Ferry wharf expansion: Unaware fishers worry about livelihoods









Repairs, reconstruction of roads in Aarey Colony




The Bombay High Court ordered the department of dairy development to undertake the repairs and reconstruction of internal roads in the Aarey Milk Colony area. These roads extend for nearly 37 km.




The next date for the hearing in this matter is 22nd April. The court has ordered that the requisite permissions must be taken and tender notices sent out. This is because since the area falls under the eco-sensitive zone (ECZ), as it is part of the Sanjay Gandhi National Park (SNGP). 




The order was given in a plea filed by a resident of Royal Palms in Aarey Colony along with NGO Vanashakti’s intervention plea.




Source: The Indian Express




(Compiled by Shruti Gokarn.)




Also read:




	Concretising Mumbai roads: How design can help create better road infrastructure
	Aarey: Did you know this forest also has a film city, garden, hospital and more?
	Nine years of ‘Save Aarey’: The unique citizens’ movement lives on in Mumbai


					
Voter awareness campaign begins in Chennai




There are 39.01 lakh voters in Chennai. However, there is an urban apathy during elections in Parliamentary constituencies in the city, leading to low voter turnout. In a bid to increase electoral participation, especially among first-time voters, the government is planning to conduct various awareness programmes. As part of it, Chief Electoral Officer (CEO) Satyabrata flagged off three vehicles in Ripon Buildings to create awareness in the city’s three Parliamentary constituencies. The vehicles will carry electronic voting machines (EVMs) and voter-verified paper audit trails (VVPATs). Similarly, ‘Pedal for Vote Cyclothon‘ was also flagged off at Marina Beach in Chennai. Voters’ education programmes will also be organised at all polling stations in Chennai for one month.




Source: The Hindu | DT Next




Several tonnes of plastic waste accumulated on YMCA grounds post PM Modi’s public meeting




Prime Minister Narendra Modi took part in a public meeting on March 4 at the YMCA grounds in Nandanam. A day after the event, there were reportedly several tonnes of waste accumulated at the venue. Among the waste that was allegedly dumped there were plastic bottles, covers, flags and food packets. Based on the request from the Greater Chennai Corporation, Urbaser Sumeet, the private agency that looks into garbage management in Zone XIII, deployed 120 workers (cumulatively) for the clean-up. According to the news report, the sanitary workers usually work from 6 am to 2 pm. However, they were asked to clean the venue after 8.30 pm for which they were made to stay back. The workers also used battery-operated vehicles to clean the grounds. 




Source: The Hindu









Read more: Lukewarm scores for Chennai in Swachh Survekshan 2023: How can the city improve?









Government mulls over different plans to meet Chennai’s water demand in summer




With the dip in water supply from the Veeranam tank and to meet the water demands for the upcoming summer, the Tamil Nadu government is mulling over various plans. According to Municipal Administration Minister, KN Nehru, the recently inaugurated 150-mld desalination plant in Nemmeli was being used to make up for the water loss from Veeranam. Meanwhile, the government is also identifying more abandoned quarries in Chennai to use as buffer drinking water sources. For this, quarries in Tirusulam with 5-mld capacity and few other potential sites are being identified to use if required this summer. On the other hand, the Water Resources Department (WRD) plans to seek the release of water from the Krishna River in April to meet the demand for water. Notably, Chennai received nearly 4,800 mcft of water from the Krishna River last year.




Source: The Hindu









Read more: Looking back for answers: Can Chennai reclaim its relationship with the water commons?









Committee formed to look into non-standardised speed breakers in Chennai






A speed breaker that has all the markings as per the norms in Arunachalam Road of Chennai. Pic: Shobana Radhakrishnan



Headed by the Joint Commissioner (South) of Greater Chennai City Traffic Police, a committee has been formed to check the non-standardised speed breakers in Chennai. This move comes after the recent death of a 34-year-old man after his two-wheeler hit an unmarked speedbreaker at Chitlapakkam. Speed breakers can be laid in the city only after getting a clearance from the said committee and it will be removed if it is found to be deviating from the norms. To address the larger issue, a meeting is also scheduled with various stakeholder departments including Greater Chennai Corporation (GCC), Metropolitan Transport Corporation, Greater Chennai City Traffic Police, Highways Department, and Chennai Unified Metropolitan Transport Authority.




Source: The Hindu




The vending zone list needs revision, say the street vendors of Chennai




The Greater Chennai Corporation has come up with the finalised vending and non-vending zone list. While the GCC says that they prepared the list based on the inputs from the zonal level officers and the elected chairpersons from the town vending committee, the committee members say that the GCC did not discuss the list with the members. The street vendors point out that the chosen vending zones were on the interior roads and several commercial areas were not marked as vending zones in the list. If the street vendors are asked to move as per the list, their livelihoods would be affected badly. Hence, they are planning to make a representation to the GCC Commissioner J Radhakrishnan in this regard.




Source: DT Next




[Compiled by Shobana Radhakrishnan] 




Also Read:




	Can imposing speed limits on Chennai roads make them safer?
	More heat, less business: Street vendors struggle as temperatures soar in Mumbai


					
Water woes worsen




Bangalore Water Supply and Sewerage Board (BWSSB) sources said that the “water input” for the city has fallen by 50%. Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar explained that 6,997 of 16,781 borewells are dry. 




The water crisis is due to low monsoons in September last year, which led to a drought in 195 taluks. Later, the number went up to 216 of the 236 taluks, including Mandya and Mysuru districts, the source of Bengaluru’s water. Areas under Mahadevapura zone, including Kadugodi, Byrathi, Hoodi, Whitefield, Varthur, Marathahalli, Bellandur and AECS Layout, are some of the worst affected. Other places facing supply disruptions are Doddabidarakallu, Lingadheeranahalli under the RR Nagara zone, Konanakunte, Vasanthapura under the Bommanahalli zone, Thanisandra, Amruthhalli under the Yelahanka zone and Chikkasandra, Mallasandra under the Dasarahalli zone.




The crisis is also hitting industrial production, as firms struggle to access water to meet their employees’ basic needs. The increased cost of procuring water is driving up production costs. 




Source: Indian Express, Deccan Herald




Action to address scarcity




The BWSSB has banned the use of drinking water for cleaning vehicles, gardening, construction activities, road works, cleaning in public spaces and water fountains. Cinema halls and malls across Bengaluru have been asked to ensure that drinking water is used only for drinking purposes.




The acute crisis has prompted the government to examine recycled water and enable apartments to sell treated water. The requirement for the city has crossed 2,600 million litres per day (mld), of which only 1,460 mld is met by Cauvery river water, while about 1,392 mld are from borewells. The demand for water outside BBMP areas is growing. The state will upgrade quality sewage water treatment (STP) plants for apartment complexes. 




Deputy Chief Minister D K Shivakumar had said that the state would take control of tankers distributing water from borewells. The aim is to control the scarcity, especially in 110 villages on the BBMP’s outskirts and ensure that there is no water trafficking. 




The RTOs under the transport department have impounded 163 private water tankers to aid the BWSSB. This was days after the BWSSB, facing a shortage of vehicles, wrote to the department seeking to impound private water tankers. Tanker lorry owners have been warned that their vehicles would be seized if they do not register. 




Meanwhile, residents of 110 villages in the city’s periphery can contact the BBMP on the helpline 1533 to raise complaints, while residents of other wards in the core areas can dial 1916. Residents’ calls have flooded helplines, asking for relief. Some places got about 30 calls, linked mostly with Cauvery water, borewells, tankers and high prices. Nodal officers said that their focus is on supplying drought-hit places and slums. 




Source: Deccan Herald, Indian Express









Read more: How water meters saved time and money for this Bengaluru apartment









Prices of water tankers capped




The district administration has capped water tankers’ prices. As all the taluks in the Bengaluru Urban district have been declared drought-hit, the tankers will now fall under the Goods and Services Tax (GST) bracket. A senior BBMP official said that more than 4,000 water tankers operate in the city.




It has fixed the rates for 200 private tankers as follows: The rates up to 5 kms are Rs. 600 for a 6,000-litre tanker; Rs. 700 for an 8,000-litre tanker and Rs. 1,000 for a 12,000-litre tanker. Rates for distances between 5 kms and 10 kms were Rs. 750 for a 6,000-litre tanker; Rs. 850 for an 8,000-litre tanker and Rs. 1,200 for a 12,000-litre water tanker.




However, the order has capped the pricing only for the supply of tankers within a 10-kilometre radius. But Deputy Commissioner K A Dayananda said that the technical committee will reevaluate the rates and include capping for over 10 kms, if need be.




Source: Indian Express, Deccan Herald




Yellow line opening by year-end




The Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Limited (BMRCL) will begin trial runs on the Yellow Line in the next four days, using the prototype driverless train from China. There will be signalling tests on March 7th and March 8th. The opening of the crucial metro corridor – the 19.15-km line – connecting RV Road with Bommasandra via Jayadeva Hospital, Silk Board Junction and Electronics City, has been pushed further back to the end of the year, although the current official deadline mentioned in the budget last month was July 2024. 






Namma Metro trainset for Yellow Line. Pic: Wikipedia/Arjun Arvind



Trial runs will be initially carried out between Bommasandra and Silk Board Junction and extended to the entire line by mid-April, said a BMRCL source. He added that the BMRCL needed at least seven trains and statutory approvals from the relevant authorities to begin operations.




Source: Deccan Herald









Read more: Explainer: How is your revised property tax being computed in Bengaluru?









Guidance value along PRR halved




On the one hand, the Bangalore Development Authority (BDA) is revising the compensation policy for farmers’ land that has been notified for the Peripheral Ring Road (PRR) project. But in a cruel cut, the state is axing the guidance value along the road by half. This is expected to trigger off a land-buying spree in the outskirts of the city, even as it may usher in a major cut in monetary relief to those who lose their land.




Earlier, the Stamps and Registration department reduced the guidance value of properties along and abutting the 73-km PRR, spread across the eastern, southern and northern parts of the city. It has selectively withdrawn the upward revision of guidance value announced across the state just five months ago. Hence, the 2,560 acres that have been notified to acquire PRR, or the Bengaluru Business Corridor, will reduce in value.




Source: Deccan Herald




[Compiled by Revathi Siva Kumar]




Also read:




	Water scarcity in Bengaluru: Drowning in problems, thirsting for solutions
	Mathru school transforms lives of special needs children in Bengaluru 


					
The delusional bubble of our so-called ‘progressive society’ is broken every year on International Women’s Day. Irrespective of how far we have developed, we still struggle to comprehend and respect simple concepts of freedom and equality, especially concerning women. 




A woman’s identity is not tied to a man




The identity of a woman is somehow still rigidly bound by her association with a man, be it her father or her husband. A single woman is often judged. It is not just society that ties a woman to a man’s name, but also the government with some regressive policies. The recent government notification which requires women, who wish to change their surname, will need to either present a copy of the divorce decree or a ‘permission letter’ from their husbands to legally change their surnames back to their maiden names, for example, has been criticised. This does not come as a surprise, however, since most legal documents, from Aadhar to passports, held by women, require a man’s attestation.




Progressive legal judgements 




In 2016, the Delhi High Court ruled out the mandate for the father’s name in passports. “This court is of the view that the mother’s name is sufficient in certain cases like a woman’s plea seeking re-issuance of her daughter’s passport without her father’s name being mentioned to apply for a passport, especially as a single woman can be a natural guardian and also a parent,” it said. 




In 2023, Kerala High Court passed a judgement allowing a person to include his mother’s name alone in legal documents. “It is clear that it is the right of a person to include his mother’s name alone in the birth certificate, identity certificates and other documents. As I observed earlier, there are children of rape victims and children of unwed mothers in this country. Their right of privacy, dignity and liberty cannot be curtailed by any authority,” the judgement said. 




Last year, Karnataka High Court observed that there is no requirement for a woman to change her surname to her husband’s post marriage. She is entitled to use her maiden name showing her father’s name. But there was no mention of whether she can use her mother’s name. 




Though society, in general, still judges single women, there are women who are proud of their identity. Here are the stories of three single women in Bengaluru:   









Read more: International Women’s Day: The need to celebrate, inspire, include









‘It’s not a broken home, just because a child was raised by a single mother’




Chandrima Home, 42, a single mother and faculty at Srishti Manipal Institute of Art, Design and Technology, Manipal Academy of Higher Education, has been raising her daughter alone since she was a year old. Chandrima was born in Kolkata and made Bengaluru home since 2007. 




While pursuing her PhD at Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment (ATREE) in 2009, she took her toddler with her on two field visits to Spiti, Himachal Pradesh. “While it was a demanding time in the field (doing field work and taking care of a breastfed child), the village where I stayed made it easy for me. The women in the village would knit socks and sweaters for her. Every day, I would be greeted with a mug of milk and therefore never ran out of important supplies. I could not find any woman to take care of my child since they were all busy working in agricultural fields and handling chores at home. Finally, it was a man who took the responsibility of being my daughter’s nanny and he was amazing,” recalls Chandrima. 




Her family was initially apprehensive about Chandrima taking her daughter with her to Spiti, since it was a high-altitude landscape. “But I told them, we will never know until we are there. I think one of my biggest driving forces in life is that I believe that if you never take chances, you will never know what you are getting into.” 




Chandrima emphasises that it is very important to have a strong support system when you are a single mother. From the caretakers at creches to friends and batchmates, she is grateful that she had strong supportive network to rely on. “I had friends who helped me put down the first deposit amount for a rented accommodation when I moved houses after my ex-husband moved out. Many helped me set up my home and often babysat my daughter,” she says. 






“It’s important to develop a thick skin to pave our own path and not get bothered by society’s judgements,” Chandrima. Pic: Chandrima Home 



Speaking of stigma, Chandrima observed that because Bengaluru is a cosmopolitan city, she has not been judged for being a single mother. However, she has been judged on social networking sites. 




She also made sure the stigma of divorce did not affect her daughter by having regular conversations with her. “Whatever has happened in my life should not overshadow her perceptions of men and companionship when she grows up. Over time, she has understood the dynamics of a family and knows that people can stay apart and still be respectful to each other and maintain their relationships with the child,” says Chandrima. 




Though it was initially difficult for her at an emotional level to permit her daughter to interact with her ex-husband, she never opposed it. Currently, her daughter has her father’s surname, and she would not want to impose her decisions on it as she believes it is a decision for her daughter to make, eventually.  




Chandrima says it is very important to normalise divorce. She strongly opposes terms like, “broken homes” or “broken families.” She also disagrees with women-shaming, which is common in divorces. “Stop judging women on why men leave and if women are at fault here. Men make choices, just like women.” 




While Chandrima strongly believes in being thick skinned to stay sane and healthy, challenges continue to come. “I was getting my daughter’s passport done during my divorce and I had to carry my court order to show that we were separated and had to provide consent from her father for her passport to be issued. I had to make three rounds to the passport office to get it done.”




‘His passing away did not make any difference to me, except that his abuses finally stopped’




Lalitha, a 39-year-old single mother, starts her day quite early in the morning. She cleans her home and cooks for her college-going daughter, then heads out to work in the seven houses in her vicinity, doing household chores from washing vessels and clothes, sweeping, mopping and even cooking in a few households. She skips her breakfast on most days and finds a brief period in the afternoon to head back home for lunch. Her day job finishes mostly by early evening, after which she heads back home, cooks dinner, and takes up her night job of ironing clothes. 




Lalitha has been working round the clock ever since she moved to Bengaluru when her daughter was merely a three-month-old infant. Her husband was a raging alcoholic, and she became accustomed to his abuse every day, but she also desperately continued to search for rehabilitation programmes for him. “Ever since I married him, we only kept fighting every day and this impacted my daughter as well.” 




Right from the beginning, she has been taking care of her daughter, Poornima, who is currently pursuing her bachelors. Her late husband never contributed financially and was not invested in their daughter. “There were days when he would send her to collect money from the houses I work in to fund his alcohol addiction. My daughter would go crying as she did not like collecting mercy money.” 






“I’m making sure my daughter does not lack anything, even if it come at my personal cost; I want to make sure she is well taken care of.’- Lalitha. Pic: Lalitha 



It has been three years since her husband passed away and she observes how this affects her daughter, who was very attached to her father. “I see her tearing up when any father-related content is shown on TV. cand I can’t do anything to fill that gap for her,” she grieves. 




“I studied only till 10th grade. I wanted my daughter to have a good education,” she says. During Poornima’s school days the expenses were sorted out since she was attending a government school, but ever since her bachelor’s, the expenses have slightly increased and Lalitha continues to work harder. She ignores her health concerns at times so that she can provide the best for her daughter. Poornima also supports her mother to the best of her ability. She works in two households before going to college and is currently in search of a part-time job, which she can pursue alongside her studies. 




The mother-daughter duo look past the stigma, and focus on work and balancing the finances at home. “The only difference in her father’s absence is that my daughter and I were relieved of his abuse, and she now has a peaceful environment at home to focus on her studies.”  




‘There’s this assumption that a single woman/mother, especially when she’s divorced, is easy’




Srobona Das does not prefer the term, ‘single mother’ for herself, since her daughter was not raised by her alone. Post her divorce, her ex-husband and she made their daughter their utmost priority. They have balanced their roles so far and promise to continue to do so. 




Srobona, Regional Director South at WeTheChefs.in, has been residing in Bengaluru for 26 years now. A few years into her marriage, the couple decided to adopt a child. When they got divorced in 2017, they continued to prioritise their daughter over their mutual differences. “Both of us contribute in bringing up our daughter with the right values, to be strong and face the stigma in society.” 




However, the divorce was not easy on her and her daughter. There were questions raised about the spouse. There were always raised eyebrows, smirks and glances when her male friends dropped by or if her friends came in late, and though she was in her 40s then, she was not spared from society’s judgements. “Women living alone, even with a child who was going to school everyday, still face questions and queries; maybe not directly as I was living in a more cosmopolitan apartment, but the subtle judgements were still evident.” She got therapy for her daughter and herself during the divorce, for support and to build confidence. Nevertheless, the journey was difficult. 




One of the most prominent steps in normalising divorce starts at home, by talking to the children and empowering them to be honest. Srobona always empowered her daughter to tell the truth. When her daughter grew older, she helped a classmate of hers who was going through a similar situation and was gravely impacted by it. “She told her classmate that you will have two homes, which would mean double the love and double the gifts,” Srobona recalls, smiling. 






‘My daughter helped the other child in realising that divorce is not abnormal or wrong, and you can still be happy and love both the parents,’ Srobona Das. Pic: Srobona Das



Normalising divorce is very crucial. Once the judgement of divorce is removed, one can see the required support one needs. “I was fortunate to have supportive families and friends. Once things settled down, her father and I communicated as parents of the child and as friends since we knew each other for about 26 years.” 




Srobona was a stay-at-home mother for about five years. After the divorce, when she decided to get back to work, she had to start from scratch. “I spent hours and hours looking for jobs on LinkedIn and other sites. Most of the opportunities for working mothers were very few and they were technical. What would women with soft skills do?” During this period, she observed how there are very few platforms, which offer jobs for mothers returning to the workforce. Recruiters in the corporate world are so consumed by tangible outcomes that they ask discriminatory questions about career gaps, marital status, child-birth plans, which are all directed only towards women. 




The assumption of single women/mothers being ‘easy’ is just not restricted in parties or workplaces alone, but also among friends and their partners. “In every social gathering, a single woman is a sore thumb. She will either get a lot of compliments, or cold shoulders or sympathy and I didn’t want either.”  




Srobona elaborates on the many steps one can take to normalise divorce. It starts from raising awareness, not pitying but being supportive in action and making it mandatory in companies and organisations to not discriminate over a woman’s marital status. 




Also read: 




	Who benefits from the free bus for women scheme?
	How women in Bengaluru navigate their working lives and the city
	Unseen work, unheard stories: A convention on women and labour
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