STATEMENT CONDEMNING THE BLATANT ATTEMPT TO
COMMUNALISE THE PANDEMIC BY SOME BJP LEADERS,
INCLUDING TEJASVI SURYA

06/05/2021

On 4/5/2021, the BJP Member of Parliament from Bangalore South Tejasvi Surya,
accompanied by Basavanagudi MLA Ravi Subramanya, Chickpet MLA Uday Garudachar and
Bommanahalli MLA Satish Reddy visited the BBMP South Zone control room. The objective
was to supposedly unearth a scam that has been underway in the bed allotment process of the
municipal corporation. A video of this encounter where three men are intimidating a woman
officer of the BBMP has been circulating on whatsapp and other social media. Despite the fact
that the control room had more than 200 people from various communities, Mr. Surya
cherrypicked and singled out a list of 17 Muslim workers alleging them of the scam. Mr.
Subramanya provoked further by asking “have you appointed them for a Madrassa or a
corporation?” Questioning the appointment process, another MLA asked “How can he appoint
17 members like a Haj committee?"

Soon after, a WhatsApp message began to be circulated listing out the same Muslim names
read out by Mr. Surya and called them terrorists. Further, the highly respected, Joint
Commissioner Solid Waste Management, Mr. Sarfraz Khan was accused that the war room
headed by him was responsible for many deaths. Pained by these false allegations, Mr. Khan,
wrote a Facebook post dismissing the allegations. Mr. Khan’s exemplary commitment to
humanity is well known among officials and civil society members. News reports indicate that
many of the 17 Muslims listed by the BJP legislators have been fired.

These antics by Tejasvi Surya and other BJP legislators can only dishearten volunteers from
various communities, whose selfless work has been the backbone of the state’s response to the
pandemic. It is also a signal to other communal groups that the pandemic can again be
communalised by such vigilante actions, much like in the first wave when Tablighi Jamaat
members and Muslim communities were targeted.

Every hour in the last month or so has been a rapid unfolding of a tragedy for India, including
Karnataka. The criminal negligence and ineptitude of both state and central government has
never before had such widespread disastrous consequences. The death of over 25 patients in
Chamarajanagar district and five in Kalaburagi district due to lack of medical oxygen has is
one such instance among hundreds of others we have been witness to everyday. The need of
the hour is more and better medical infrastructure, supplies and management.

But what the four BJP legislators have done is to dish out communal hatred in the name of
uncovering a scam in his own government. This is a criminal offence under the Indian Penal
Code, 1860 which states that anyone who makes, publishes or circulates any statement
containing rumour or alarming news on grounds of religion (among others) that can promote
feelings of enmity, hatred or ill-will between different communities can be fined or imprisoned.

Tejasvi Surya’s listing out of Muslim volunteers only is a desperate and pathetic attempt to
communalise the pandemic. This is prejudicial to the maintenance of communal harmony,



another criminal offence under the IPC, 1860. It also appears that there is a clear attempt to
circulate this message with an intent to create and incite enmity.

Apart from the fact that the actions of the BJP legislators are decidedly criminal offences, such
communalising actions, consume crucial time of the media and administration. We have seen
that with the first wave of the pandemic, time and effort that could have gone in strengthening
the public health system and in containing the infection, was lost when media and certain
legislators began to sensationalise and communalise the pandemic. Such tactics are clearly
meant to divert public attention and scrutiny from the negligent and inept management by
central and state government. We need to remember that on ground it translates directly to
more deaths in the state/country.

As concerned citizens and organizations, we ask that

1. The Bangalore Police should immediately take suo moto cognizance and register a criminal
case against Tejasvi Surya, Ravi Subramanya, Uday Garudachar and Satish Reddy and
everyone involved in this operation for their attempts to communalise the pandemic. This will
act as a deterrent to other vigilante groups who can also indulge in violent targeting of
minorities.

2. The BJP government should focus their attention on urgently setting up primary and
secondary High Dependency Units (HDUs) so that patients do not crowd the tertiary facilities
and ICUs.

3. The Karnataka State Government should issue strong statements condemning the acts of
these members of the legislature and encourage volunteers to come together across religion,
caste, gender, geography, physical ability, sexual orientation etc and the ministers should
tender an apology. It is well known that responsive government and an engaged community
goes a long way in addressing disasters and pandemics of this nature.

4. We urge the Central government to allocate oxygen, medicines and vaccines as they are
being demanded by the Karnataka State government.

Contact email: ethicalmediacampaign@gmail.com
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